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operative stores and that very respectable
institution, the Metropolitan Board of Works,
we cannot undertake to be much alarmed
about it, Before any socialist measure could
enter into practical politics at all, it would have
so far to commend itself to the country as to
be supported by a considerable number of votes
in the House of Commons ; and a measure
which can do that is a thing not to be
shuddered at, but to be calmly discussed.

What really remains for us to consider, then,
as of English interest, is, as I said before, that
question about the teaching of our children.
The principle laid down by Virchow I shall
assume as the basis of the discussion : we ought
not to teach to little children^ as a known fact,
that which is not a known fact. And the
questions to be discussed are, in what respects
this canon is disobeyed or in danger of being
disobeyed : and what means we should adopt
that our system of teaching may be more
perfectly conformed to it It seems to me that
the second question answers itself in the process
of considering the first one. I shall therefore
now proceed to those doctrines which, in
Virchow's view, are in danger of being taught
with an assurance which is in advance of the
actual evidence for them.

And first, let us consider that very important
doctrine of the descent of man from some non-